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Accreditation 

2005 survey fees will be increased, 
NOV:130 

AAAASEF changes its anesthesia 
requirements, APR SDS 
Accreditation Update:4 

AAAEC standards clarify medical 
and physical discharge, JAN 
SDS Accreditation Update:1 

Accreditation can help meet regu- 
latory requirements, JUL SDS 
Accreditation Update:1 

Awareness may be more common 
than you think — Can monitor- 
ing help? NOV:121 

Collaboration promotes patient 
safety as a team effort, OCT 
SDS Accreditation Update:1 

Here are revised AAAHC stan- 
dards, JAN SDS Accreditation 
Update:2 

How you can identify and prevent 
awareness, NOV:124 

Infection control, safety key issues 
for endoscopy, JAN SDS 
Accreditation Update:4 

JCAHO releases most common 
sentinel events, FEB:23 

Joint Commission 2005 National 
Patient Safety Goals, SEP:103 

Joint Commission OKs third PPR 
option, APR SDS Accreditation 
Update:4 

Joint Commission releases look- 
alike /sound-alike list, OCT SDS 
Accreditation Update:4 

Joint Commission: Tips to avoid 
awareness, NOV:123 

Joint Commission’s List of Do- 
Not-Use Abbreviations, APR 
SDS Accreditation Update:2 

New JCAHO survey process 
addresses medication errors, 
APR:39 

New patient safety goals set out- 
patient priorities, SEP:102 


Opening soon? Do you need an 
early survey? OCT SDS 
Accreditation Update:3 

Patient safety issues are the pri- 
mary focus, JUL SDS 
Accreditation Update:4 

PPR options developed by Joint 
Commission, JAN SDS 
Accreditation Update:3 

Unannounced surveys begin for 
some SDS programs, JUL SDS 
Accreditation Update:3 

Unannounced surveys will focus 
on these areas, APR SDS 
Accreditation Update:4 

You’re writing more as abbrevia- 
tions disappear, APR SDS 
Accreditation Update:1 


Anesthesia (Also see Pain 
Management) 

Awareness may be more common 
than you think — Can monitor- 
ing help? NOV:121 

How you can identify and prevent 
awareness, NOV:124 

Improve your relationship with 
anesthesia services APR:43 

Joint Commission: Tips to avoid 
awareness, NOV:123 

Joint statement addresses propofol 
administration, JUL:82 


Cost Containment (Also see 
Finances and Medicare) 
Save $5,000-plus with these cost- 
saving ideas, AUG:92 
Save $15,000 with these cost-effi- 
ciency ideas, JUL:77 
Want to save money? Target 
telecommunications, AUG:93 


Cosmetic Surgery 
Liposuction cases are safe, accord- 
ing to study, JUN:67 
Liposuction most popular cos- 
metic surgery in 2003, MAR:35 


Plastic surgery soars in popular- 
ity, but providers ask, ‘Is that 
good nevys?’ AUG:85 


Disaster preparedness 
Is your facility prepared for a dis- 
aster to hit? NOV:125 
Severe Weather Preparation 
(checklist), NOV:127 
Take these steps to protect your 
building, NOV:126 


Equipment/supplies 
Wounds heal faster with autolo- 
gous platelet gel, JAN:6 


Finances (Also see Medicare) 

2005 survey fees will be increased, 
NOV:130 

Consider these areas before out- 
sourcing billing, JUL:75 

Cost, revenue information avail- 
able on PA centers, NOV:130 

Ensure your uninsured patients 
aren't being hounded for pay- 
ment, SEP:97 

How do you know if your billing 
agency is good? AUG:88 

How to get the payer to send in 
the money, AUG:88 

Is your collections agency reflect- 
ing poorly on you? SEP:99 


Freestanding centers (Also see 
Surgeons/ Office-based surgery and 
Surgical hospitals) 

ASCs must brace for possible 1% 
reduction and no increase until 
2010, JAN:1 

Hospitals and surgery centers 
throw punches at national, 
state, local level, MAY:49 

MASH unit learns you can per- 
form surgery anywhere, JAN:4 

Pain management ASC aids con- 
venience, income, OCT:118 

Physician-owned ASCs come 
under scrutiny, MAR:34 





Looking for information on a specific topic? Back issues of Same-Day Surgery newsletter may be useful. To obtain back 
issues, go on-line at www.same-daysurgery.com. Click on “archives.” You'll need your subscriber number. Your user 
name has been preset as your subscriber number on your mailing label. Your password is sds in small letters, then your 
subscriber number again (no spaces). Nonsubscribers can get back issues at www.ahcpub.com. Click on “E-solutions,” 
and under “AHC Online,” click on “Online Activation.” Or contact customer service at P.O. Box 740060, Atlanta, GA 
30374. Phone: (800) 688-2421 or (404) 262-7436. Fax: (800) 284-3291 or (404) 262-7837. E-mail: customerservice @ 


ahcpub.com. 





Should ASCs be cited for non-list 
procedure? JUL:81 

South Carolina proposes morato- 
rium on ASCs, AUG:94 

Surgery clinics targeted in 
national investigation, JUN:64 

Task force to address ASCs, spe- 
cialty hospitals, JUN:71 


Geriatrics 
Home Alone good for a movie, not 
for seniors, DEC:139 


Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act (HIPAA) 
CMS describes HIPAA authoriza- 
tion form, JUN:69 
HIPAA Q&A: Disposing of com- 
puters, JUL:83 
HIPAA Q&A: E-mail, MAY:57 
HIPAA Q&A: Risk analysis, pass- 
words, JAN:8 
HIPAA Q&A: Telecommuting, 
JUN:70 


Hospital-based programs 

ASCs must brace for possible 1% 
reduction — News is mostly 
good for hospital outpatient 
surgery, JAN:1 

Collaboration promotes patient 
safety as a team effort, OCT 
SDS Accreditation Update:1 

Hospital outpatient services get 
6.6% increase, SEP:97 

Hospitals and surgery centers 
throw punches at national, 
state, local level, MAY:49 

Hospitals OPDs receive 3.3% 
inflation update in final rule, 
DEC:133 

Hospitals receive payment 
updates from CMS, MAY:59 

Survey reveals hospital outpatient 
surgery decline, DEC:142 

Task force to address ASCs, spe- 
cialty hospitals, JUN:71 

Why are some surgeons returning 
to hospitals? JUN:68 


Infection control 

Canadian warning: ORs should 
prepare for SARS: MAR:30 

How significant is the risk of [hep- 
atitis B] transmission? FEB:15 

Infection control, safety key issues 
for endoscopy, JAN: SDS 
Accreditation Update:4 


Latest SDS dilemma: Should sur- 
geons be tested for bloodborne 
pathogens? FEB:13 

OSHA delays enforcement of TB 
standard to July, APR Patient 
Safety Alert:2 

Tentatively OK’d: Hand gel dis- 
pensers in hallways, JUL:80 


Laparoscopylendoscopy 
Infection control, safety key issues 
for endoscopy, JAN SDS 
Accreditation Update:4 
Lap hernia repair results in more 
recurrence than open, JUL:79 


Management (Also see Cost con- 
tainment, Disaster Preparedness, 
Finances, Patient satisfaction|pub- 
lic relations, Regulatory, Salary/ 
Careers, Staffing/Staff Satisfaction, 
and Surgeons/Office-based surgery) 
9 oft-repeated questions from the 
trenches, AUG:91 
Favorite questions about major 
issues you face, NOV:129 
How to keep your surgery pro- 
gram alive and well, OCT:117 
How to replace a medical director, 
other quandaries, SEP:101 
Improve your relationship with 
anesthesia services, APR:43 
Knowledge of language is no 
guarantee of accuracy, MAR:32 
Share with competition? It may be 
advantageous, OCT:113 
Tips on how to adjust your pro- 
gram for downtime, MAR:31 
When to release allocated operat- 
ing room time to increase oper- 
ating room efficiency (journal 
review), SEP:106 


Medicare 

ASCs must brace for possible 1% 
reduction and no increase until 
2010, JAN:1 

CMS describes HIPAA authoriza- 
tion form, JUN:69 

Device Dependent APCs (chart), 
DEC:136 

Hospital outpatient services get 
6.6% increase, SEP:97 

Hospitals OPDs receive 3.3% infla- 
tion update in final rule, 
DEC:133 

Hospitals receive payment 
updates from CMS, MAY:59 


Medicare announces new surgery 
center rates, APR:47 

OIG: Reduce payment for intraoc- 
ular lenses, JUN:70 

Should ASCs be cited for non-list 
procedure? JUL:81 

The interim final OPPS regulation 
published, FEB:21 


New Procedures, Techniques, 
and Programs (also see 
Laparoscopylendoscopy, 
Surgeons/Office-based surgery, 
and Technology) 
Freezing a tumor improves accu- 
racy of the procedure, SEP:105 
Hip surgery moves to outpatient 
arena, FEB:17 
Lap hernia repair results in more 
recurrence than open, JUL:79 
Less pain for outpatient knee 
replacement, JUN:66 
Microwave therapies provide 
relief for BPH, DEC:141 
Removals increase as tattoo popu- 
larity rises, DEC:138 
Tonsil technology means less pain, 
faster recovery, AUG:89 


Nurses 

Is your same-day surgery pro- 
gram short on nurses? Start 
recruiting from the ED, JUL:73 

Nurses play strong role in patient 
satisfaction, JAN:9 

These nurses are trained to per- 
form minor surgery, MAR:34 

Will robot Penelope replace a 
scrub nurse? MAR:28 


Pain Management 

Anesthetists tout post-op nerve 
blocks, but who’s going to pay? 
JUN:61 

Avoid PCA errors with education, 
wise selection, FEB:19 

Pain management ASC aids con- 
venience, income, OCT:118 


Patient Education 
Smart web site produces informed 
surgical patients, AUG:95 


Patient Safety: (Also see 
Accreditation and Risk 
Management) 
2 children’s deaths after surgery 
raise concerns about safe medi- 
cation use, APR:37 
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Avoid PCA errors with education, 
wise selection, FEB:19 

Beaumont makes patients partners 
in safety efforts, APR: Patient 
Safety Alert:1 

Collaboration promotes patient 
safety as a team effort, OCT:1 

Duke identifies corrective plan of 
action for patient safety: JAN 
Patient Safety Alert:2 

Finding root causes without blame 
helps eliminate errors, JUL 
Patient Safety Alert:1 

Follow these safety tips to avoid 
surgical errors, OCT:112 

Hemostatic agent leads to 110 
adverse events, JUN:71 

Home Alone good for a movie, not 
for seniors, DEC:139 

Infection control, safety key issues 
for endoscopy, JAN SDS 
Accreditation Update:4 

JCAHO releases most common 
sentinel events, FEB:23 

Joint Commission 2005 National 
Patient Safety Goals, SEP:103 

Joint Commission OKs third PPR 
option, APR SDS Accreditation 
Update:4 

Joint Commission’s List of Do- 
Not-Use Abbreviations, APR 
SDS Accreditation Update:2 

Joint Commission releases look- 
alike /sound-alike list, OCT SDS 
Accreditation Update:4 

JCAHO releases most common 
sentinel events, FEB:23 

Joint Commission: Tips to avoid 
awareness, NOV:123 

Liposuction cases are safe, accord- 
ing to study, JUN:67 

New JCAHO survey process 
addresses medication errors, 
APR:39 

New patient safety goals set out- 
patient priorities, SEP:102 

Patient safety issues are the pri- 
mary focus, JUL SDS 
Accreditation Update:4 

Patient’s death after robotic 
surgery raises questions, results 
in lawsuit, MAR:25 

Pediatrics program just the begin- 
ning of safety overhaul, JAN 
Patient Safety Alert:1 

Plastic surgery soars in popular- 
ity, but providers ask, ‘Is that 
good news?’ AUG:85 


Powdered gloves increase surgical 
complication risk, MAY:54 

‘Safety culture’ approach guides 
health system’s efforts, OCT 
Patient Safety Alert:1 

Should nonobstetric outpatient 
surgery be performed ona 
pregnant patient? DEC:133 

State programs emphasize the 
need for patient safety, SEP:104 

Survey draws attention to outpa- 
tient surgery errors: Is your pro- 
gram at risk? OCT:109 

You're writing more as abbrevia- 
tions disappear, APR SDS 
Accreditation Update:1 


Patient satisfaction/Public 
relations 
Key words, eye contact boost sat- 
isfaction scores, MAY:57 
Nurses play strong role in patient 
satisfaction, JAN:9 
This group helps uninsured with 
free outpatient surgery, SEP:100 


Pediatrics 

2 children’s deaths after surgery 
raise concerns about safe medi- 
cation use, APR:37 

Duke identifies corrective plan of 
action for patient safety, JAN 
Patient Safety Alert:2 

How you can answer those tough 
question from kids, MAY:53 

Pediatrics program just the begin- 
ning of safety overhaul, JAN 
Patient Safety Alert:1 

Stuffed animals, ‘cruises’ alleviate 
surgical anxiety, MAY:52 


Postoperative care 
Home Alone good for a movie, not 
for seniors, DEC:139 


Regulatory [Also see Health 
Insurance Portability and 


Accountability Act (HIPAA)] 


After 8 patient deaths, FL morato- 
rium announced, APR:46 

FTC/DOJ: Competition is good 
for health care, OCT:115 

OSHA delays enforcement of TB 
standard to July, APR Patient 
Safety Alert:2 

Recent [state] legislation affects 
SDS programs, JUL SDS 
Accreditation Update:2 
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South Carolina proposes morato- 
rium on ASCs, AUG:94 


Risk Management/Medical errors 
(Also see Patient Safety and 
Infection Control) 
Advice on turning your OR into a 
sharps safety zone, APR:44 
Awareness may be more common 
than you think — Can monitor- 
ing help? NOV:121 
How you can identify and prevent 
awareness, NOV:124 
If you're inexperienced, should 
you tell patients? MAR:28 
Joint Commission: Tips to avoid 
awareness, NOV:123 
Should you routinely perform 
pregnancy tests? DEC:135 
Tentatively OK'd: Hand gel dis- 
pensers in hallways, JUL:80 
Three credentialing steps help 
ensure competency, APR:40 
When an accident occurs, don’t 
make these mistakes, APR:41 


Salary/Career 
Fight rising costs of hiring by 
keeping current staff, NOV SDS 
2004 Salary Survey Results:1 


Staffing/staff satisfaction 

Fight rising costs of hiring by 
keeping current staff, NOV SDS 
2004 Salary Survey Results:1 

How to address your biggest 
staffing problems, DEC:137 

How to replace a medical director, 
other quandaries, SEP:101 

Is your same-day surgery pro- 
gram short on nurses? Start 
recruiting from the ED, JUL:73 

Staffing is tough: Can you make 
everyone happy? MAY:56 


Surgeons/Office-based surgery 

After 8 patient deaths, FL morato- 
rium announced, APR:46 

Board certification urged for 
office-based surgeons, JAN:10 

Here’s a peak into the surgeon 
mentality, JAN:7 

How significant is the risk of [hep- 
atitis B] transmission? FEB:15 

How you can keep your surgeons 
happy — Part 2, FEB:22 

If you’re inexperienced, should 
you tell patients? MAR:28 





Latest SDS dilemma: Should sur- 
geons be tested for bloodborne 
pathogens? FEB:13 

Patient’s death after robotic 
surgery raises questions, results 
in lawsuit, MAR:25 

Three credentialing steps help 
ensure competency, APR:40 

Timely surgeon arrival affects pro- 
cedure times, FEB:20 

Why are some surgeons returning 
to hospitals? JUN:68 


Surgical hospitals 
Members of Congress seek exten- 
sion of moratorium, DEC:143 
Moratorium imposed on surgical 
hospitals:JAN:4 
Task force to address ASCs, spe- 
cialty hospitals, JUN:71 


Technology (also see 
Equipment/Supplies and 
Laparoscopy/endoscopy) 


Avoid PCA errors with education, 


wise selection, FEB:19 
If you're inexperienced, should 
you tell patients? MAR:28 


Patient’s death after robotic 
surgery raises questions, results 
in lawsuit, MAR:25 

Three credentialing steps help 
ensure competency, APR:40 

Tonsil technology means less pain, 
faster recovery, AUG:89 

When an accident occurs, don’t 
make these mistakes, APR:41 

Will robot Penelope replace a 
scrub nurse? MAR:28 

Wounds heal faster with autolo- 
gous platelet gel, JAN:6 
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